YAMEN RUNNING TO A TOWN OF IGNORANCE

"Who is the ruler of ChinaV9

"Why, the Son of Heaven is the ruler of
China," would come the ready response.

"Is this Son of Heaven a ChineseV9

"Of course; none save a Chinese is fit to be the
Son of Heaven."

"Then behold on this coin the characters that
are prescribed by the one you call the Son of
Heaven. See, the characters are not Chinese;
they are Manchu. China is not ruled by the Chi-
nese but by the Manchus." And he would show
his proposed convert the "black" side of the coin,
which was in Manchu, on the other, the "white"
side, being the Chinese characters.

So dense was the ignorance of the masses that
many of them did not know that the Manchu was
a foreign ruler; for the only authorities who rep-
resented that power with whom they came in con-
tact in such small villages were Chinese. For ex-
ample, the chief representative in the hamlet of
the Son of Heaven was the tippao.

The tippao was the supervisor of the village af-
fairs under the direction of the village elders.
He was responsible for the good conduct of the
town peace, and was the intermediary between the
mandarins and other outside officials. The tip-
paos also served as official witnesses, approach-
ing, in effect, the identification office of a notary.

149